VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER

Consistently rated among the world’s most livable places, this
‘City of Glass’ on Canada’s Pacific coast boasts towering condos
and stunning architecture. There’s both a relaxed vibe and high-
energy buzz — and a plethora of options to keep you busy, from
top gay clubs to any outdoor activity you can imagine.

Michael Darton

ell known for its “gaybor-
hood,” with rainbow ban-
ners and pink bus stops,
Vancouver’s West End is
home to the Davie Village, where can
be found most of the city’s gay clubs,
bars, lounges, cafes, and restaurants.
Cruising is ample in the village at
almost any time of year. This is not a
city that’s in the closet! Handsome, well-
dressed guys are easy to spot holding
hands and smiling right back at you.

Getting oriented,
going shopping

For a good all-over-the city tour to
get oriented, take the hop-on / hop-off
Big Bus (Bigbus.ca), where the 90-
minute tour includes 22 highlighted
stops.

Xtra West (Xtra.ca) newspaper is the
local GLBT bi-weekly in Vancouver
(and sister publication to The Guide!),
with excellent up-to-date and current
events, news and club listings. It’s easy
to find in street boxes and most local
businesses in the village. Their lively
office is managed by Dennis, who could
be recently be seen judging the pride
festival parade contest.

Getting around is made easy with
excellent public transit running up and
down Davie Street, as well as access to
the SkyTrain and SeaBus that will take
you to scenic North Vancouver and the
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North Shore mountains. For travel
needs in Vancouver and beyond there’s
Choji Travel (1300 Robson Street; 604-
682-1111; gary@chojitravel.com). Man-
ager Gary knows the ins and outs of
Vancouver gay life in Vancouver and
surrounding areas, with special smarts
around things leather and bear!

Little Sisters Book and Art Empo-
rium (1238 Davie; 604-669-1753; Little-
sisters.ca) is recognized internationally
as one of the biggest gay and lesbian
book stores in Canada. Little Sisters has
it all, including the best selection of
adult toys, condoms, lube, and erotica.
The bookstore’s fight against Canada
Customs censorship is the stuff of
legend. Friendly and knowledgeable
staff are ready to help. This really is an
emporium - there are clothes and fash-
ion accessories, gifts, cards, wraps, and
fancy decorative items. You could
spend endless hours browsing here —
so the places they offer shoppers to sit
are appreciated.

Top Drawers (1030 Denman #115;
Topdrawers.com) is gay man’s shop-
ping paradise, with top brands, includ-
ing home-grown Vancouver designer
underwear from Sweat, not to mention
Calvin Klein and 2xist. They stock the
innovative Bambou line — made from
92 per cent bamboo fiber and eight per-
cent spandex. Loose yourself in the vast
array of Speedo’s, sweatpants, jeans, t-
shirts, vests, sunglasses, bags, and wal-
lets. The staff here is laid back and help-
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ful; try as much as you like on and get
their personal shopping advice, or shop
online.

Priape (1148 Davie) is another
favorite location to pick up sexy under-
wear for a night out-or in. Right in the
village, it’s a convenient stop with a
good selection of porn at the front of
the store, with swimsuits, underwear,
and a leather gallery at the back.

Ju Ju Salon and Spa (823 Davie;
604-688-2818) lives up to its name,
which means “magic” or “karma.” This
high-tech spa opened its doors in July
and has quickly become a popular
grooming palace at the foot of the vil-
lage. Highly experienced hair stylists
and colorists give a full consultation
before they begin. They stock Derma-
logica products at great trade prices.
Also available are waxing and facials
and a re-energizing therapy called ear-
candling - it’s fun and great for clearing
the head on a hazy day.

Bars and restaurants
Celebrities Night Club (1022 Davie;
Celebritiesnightclub.com) is the place
to find big-name DJs from around the
world, and great resident ones who kick
it up a few levels. Jump in the central
dance floor and be seen on the large
video displays behind the open floor-
level DJ booth. A well-designed upper
level circles the entire club and provides
a good place to catch the action, or find
some of your own. If you need to chill,
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Craig and Ross at Fountainhead

Steve & Jessie of Score

check out the ultra comfortable lounge
behind the DJ booth. They host weekly
events with go-go boys, the best sound
system, and hot bar staff. Check out
their website for Celebrities’ calendar
and photo galleries. Second Wednesdays
is Twinkies, which packs in college kids
who get in for free before 11 p.m.

Majestic Restaurant & Lounge
(1138 Davie) is the newest edition to
Davie Village. Exceptional menu and
drink specials go well with regular
dinner drag shows by top-ranked per-
formers. The patio is the place to be on
a sunny afternoon, and you still have a
great view of the stage. Inside, the Majes-
tic is a well-appointed open space with
a warm decor and friendly staff. Catch
DJ Escape here playing New York-style
hot house.

Thursday night is Shower Power at
The Odyssey (1251 Howe;
Theodysseynightclub.com). The
hottest strippers take it off and get wet
for you while you dance. Open seven
nights a week, there are morsels for
every appetite. Drag shows and con-
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Frankie of F212

tests make the Odyssey a local favorite.
Come in through the men’s-only
entrance in the alley and enter the very
private back patio —it’s full of men here,
but the women like to come watch
those shower boys, too. Squeeze
through the throngs of younger guys
and a mixed crowd of men for unbeat-
able drinks prices on Industry Mon-
days. Two bars serve the sunken dance
floor, where you can dance all night to
DJ Jules’s tunes and a superb sound
system. Or hang out above and watch
the action.

Looking for the leather crowd? Get
over to the Pumpjack Pub (1167 Davie;
Pumpjackpub.com). The Pumpjack is
host to annual leather events and the
popular Best Chest contest, not to
mention puppy parties and the famous
underwear parties during Pride. Got a
bike? Drive over on the first Wednes-
day of the month for the Border Riders
Motorcycle Club (Borderriders.com)
meet-and-greet. The bar is as friendly
as they come, so shoot some pool in
the back or sit up at the front window

THE GUIDE [l Guidemag.com

o % Al
hat a smile! — at
Fountainhead s

On the job at Score

to see-and-be-seen.

One of the best patios in Vancouver
is over at the Fountainhead Pub (1025
Davie) in the heart of Davie Village.
Open to the sun, or covered (and
heated) from the rain, the patio pro-
vides a comfortable spot to enjoy good
company and check out guys on this
busy part of Davie Street. Come and
join a game of pool or darts, or keep up
with the game on one of seven satellite
TVs. Look out for the erotic art hanging
on the walls. The menu includes soups
and salads and Mexican and vegetar-
ian fare. I tried the sweet chicken curry
and the hefty Fountainhead Club
triple-decker. Seafood fettuccini is a
fish lover’s dream. They have a good
stock of wines and bubbly to comple-
ment, along with Canadian microbrews
and domestic and imported beers. Try
a shot of “Porn Star” or a “Blow Job” to
start your night or day. They serve a
cocktail called Absolut Madonna which
is a fusion of Citron Vodka, Tequila and
7-Up. A to-go menu is available too,
and there’s an ATM inside.
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A big
howdy
at 1181
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Velvet, Michael, Daniel, L
& Shaun of Priape, Vancouver
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Shower show
at Odyssey

At Little
Sisters

.
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Salon and Spa

Custom Haircuts including scalp massage
Personalized Colours
Spa Treatments
Technical Waxing

823 Davie Street
Vancouver - Davie and Howe

604-688-2818 J

Darryl’s Coffee &
Native Art Shop

WOD JdVIdd

Beautiful Hand Crafted

Jewellery ¢ Pottery ¢ Paintings
Masks & much more

; H 5 .'.‘ < e serve great coffee, a varie
Egat.'l 50/0 Off your flrSt orduer onlln?: Xsandwi%hest, c;:illi, bannocE: 945 Davie St., Vancouver, BC
Use promo code: GUIAE2008 (. nov. 51100 soups & soft ice cream congs. (604) 689-5354
Fgome restrictions apply | I BT ’ i
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lopdrawers.com

THE

FOUNTRINHEAD
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=00

Darts

Pool

9@ Patio

Friends

10% off

Enter Promo Code:
- GUDE- QC?

Community

Expires Mov. 15th 1025 Davie St. - Vancouver, B¢ * 604 687.2222

CELEBRITIES NIGHT CLUB,
THE LEGENDARY AND LARGEST GAY CLUB IN VANCOUVER!

WITH BIGGEST DJ's IN GLOBAL DANCE MUSIC,

INTERNATIDNAL PORN SUPERSTARS & PERFDRMERS!

VOTED BEST DANCE CLUB IN THE CITY FOR 3 YEARS (2004-2007)
VISIT WWW,.CELEBRITIESNIGHTCLUB.COM TO GET ON OUR GUEST LIST.

CELEBRITIES NIGHT CLus 1022 DAVIE ST.
VaNCcoOouveEr, BC VG6E 1TM3

T: 604.681.6180 CELEBRITIES

WWW.CELEBRITIESNIGHTCLUB.COM NIGHT CLUB
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Davie Village Cafe (1141 Davie;
Davievillage.ca) is an upstairs venue in
the heart of the gayborhood, with
indoor and some balcony seating. This
venue is “on” day and night and often
becomes a male playground in the
evening with bear gatherings and pri-
vate parties. They offer catering and
party planning too, and visiting this
cafe (or its website) is a good way to
stay in the loop.

Darryl’s Coffee and Native Art
Shop (945 Davie; 604-689-5354) deliv-
ers a stress-free space for lunch, hot
drinks, ice cream - and fascinating art.
Owners Derrick and Darryl hail,
respectively, from the Lil'wat nation (at
Mount Currie) and the Nisga'a nation
(along the Nass River in northern BC).
Within their communities, both are
considered “two-spirited,” and they
joke that now they’re just known as
homosexuals. Visit here for a rich cul-
tural experience — and some tasty
hand-baked bannock native bread. The
space is decorated with hand-crafted

ALWAYS THE

paintings, pottery, masks, and jewelry
— for sale or for browsing. Derrick and
Darryl, a couple of 20 years, happily
share their wealth of knowledge.

Melriches Coffee House (1244
Davie) is your Starbucks alternative.
This independently-owned, licensed
cafe is the village choice for good
coffee, homemade food, and meeting
up with your blind date. In business for
14 years, you can trust the cute staff to
be friendly and helpful. Rotating art on
the walls keeps the environment
unique.

Head up the stairs to Oasis Gocktail
Lounge (1240 Thurlow; Oasisvancou-
ver.com) for a unique dining experi-
ence in this visually appealing space.
The menu is extravagant, and their
impressive repertoire of martinis is
famous in Vancouver. There is a cozy
and warm outside patio with an
adorable back bar, perfect for gather-
ings or a romantic evening. The calen-
dar is packed each week with jazz pres-
entation, live DJs, t-dances, and more.

Formerly a piano bar, the changes at
Oasis have spiffed up this longtime
favorite. Don’'t worry — Oasis still has
great unisex bathrooms.

Numbers (1042 Davie) is still enter-
taining the Vancouver gay community
like no other as it has since the 1980s!
There are five levels to explore and
three bars from which to choose. The
crowd is diverse and mixed - younger
and older — with a friendly staff. What-
ever you're in the mood for, Numbers
has it all under one roof.

The meeting place for those with
style in mind is 1181 (1181 Davie). This
low-key hotspot was conceived by
designers and offers a boutique lounge
environment unlike any other in Davie
Village. There are three separate spaces
to enjoy good company, including a
chill zone with plush seating in the
front, an ultra-sleek bar area in the
center, and a more high-tech zone in
the back for multimedia presentations,
retro films, pop art, and local artists.
The men at 1181 are hot, the staff even

SMART CHOICE!

-
-

The Sandman Suites Vancouver
is tucked away close to the beach

and the world-famous Stanley
Park, yet minutes from the heart of
Vancouver’s shopping and business

district. For special suite rates,

please contact the hotel directly and

GLI, [
Sandman Suites

ON DAVIE | VANCOUVER

e

Panoramic views of Davie Village and beach
Steps to English Bay Beach & Stanley Park

24 hour concierge, front desk and valet

198 well appointed suites with full kitchens

In-suite washer/dryer
In-room high speed Internet access

Moxie’s Classic Grill with room service

Hummingbird Spa

1160 Davie St, Vancouver BC, V6E 1N1

T 604 681 7263 F 604 669 8284

Fitness facilities

*Subject to availability and black out dates may apply.

1+800+SANDMAN sandmanhotels.com
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1?1’1}?,\ escomiNi262 DaviclrtreetiancouyeLBC
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PACIFIC PALISADES HOTEL where the
gun & gfabulous inquire!

= Winner of the 2007 & 2008
PlanetOut Hotel Group of the
Year award

& Every Kimpton Hotel is TAG
approved
5 minute walk to Davie or
Denman Streets

2 hotels & restaurants GARE | COMFORT | STYLE | FLAVOR | FUN
AP U
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Jacob, Darren, and
Christopher at Oasis

hotter, and no cover means you should
get in early. Nightly events, DJs, and
drink specials keep this fresh new space
busy. There are a many distinctive
drinks and cocktails to choose from,
made with a flourish.

Score (1167 Davie; Scoreon-
davie.com) feels packed with a punch of
testosterone. This lively, mixed bar and
restaurant is great for day and nighttime
fun. With a recent extension and refur-
bishing Score combines food, sports
entertainment, and a lavish ambiance
allin one. Managed by charismatic Jesse,
Score serves a large selection of beers,
even an alcoholic apple beer — over 20 to
choose from in all. For summer days and
nights there’s a large space outside that
looks out on the street. Score is big on
community events, and often throws
“wrap” events for sports teams, so you
may even fall onto a whole baseball team
here — and run into them again in the
new unisex toilets. A new, improved
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Patsy & Eddy feéling";fa_b‘\
at Vancouver Pride B¥ 2

patio is coming this fall.

Moxies Classic Grill (1160 Davie),
under the Sandman Inn, features a
modern look, street-side dining, a mas-
sive bar, and killer menu. Vera’s
Burger Shack (1030 Davie) is gourmet
all the way, with delicious sweet-potato
fries and turkey burgers. Gafe Luxy
(1235 Davie) has the best pasta specials
in the city, and Hamburger Mary’s
(1202 Davie) has a classic '50s diner feel
with twists like their delicious calamari
with Greek dressing.

Accommodations

Sandman Suites on Davie (1160
Davie; 604-681-7263; Sandmanho-
tels.com), located right in the epicenter
of the village, is one of the best options.
This recently renovated property offers
luxury suites and penthouses with
designer hot-tubs. Balconies overlook
the sea or the city. Short or long stay,
the suites offer amenities including
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At Celebrities
Nightclub

washer-dryers, kitchenettes, and inter-
net. A large outside heated pool over-
looks Davie Street, and they have a spa
with an extensive beauty menu includ-
ing Botox treatments and facials.
Pacific Palisades Hotel (1277
Robson Street; 604-688-0461; Pacific-
palisadeshotel.com) emanates a con-
temporary feel. There are two buildings
with 233 suites.
microwave, coffeemaker, kettles, and
TV. The mini-bars stock drinks as well
as massage oils and chocolate bars.

Rooms include

Room service is on offer, and they do a
cooked-breakfast delivered between 8
and 11:30 a.m. Their dinner menu,
available till midnight, is extensive.
They have an indoor pool with a small
spa which offers poolside therapeutic
services, massage, manicure or pedi-
cure, and facials, along with two fitness
rooms — one aerobic and one free
weight — a hot-tub, and a steam room.

Blue Horizon (1225 Robson Street;
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800-663-1333) is in the midst of some of
Vancouver’s best shopping and dining,
just a few blocks from Davie Village,
downtown, and Stanley Park.

On a quiet tree-lined residential
street in the West End, Sunset Inn &
Suites (1111 Burnaby Street; 800-786-
1997, Sunsetinn.com) is the perfect
place to relax in peace, yet still conven-
ient to urban attractions. The rooms
are equipped for comfort and conven-
ience and offer separate bedroom
space and private balcony, and some
have views of English Bay. The suites
have TV and DVD players, cookers,
microwaves, tea and coffee, and wi-fi.
There’s alaundry and a small gym with
some weights and aerobic machines.
They offer free gated parking. In the
lobby each morning fresh coffee and
biscuits and cakes are served.

Bathhouses and cruising
F212 Steam (1048 Davie; 604-689-
9719) is located in the center of the gay
community. There’s over 6,500 square
feet of play space to satisfy any crav-
ing. Close to all the clubs and bars, this
is the place to meet after a night out,
or rendezvous with a hot guy or guys.
They’re complete with a full gym, two
sexy steam rooms — one includes a
huge hot tub. There is also an adult
video room and TV lounge, three dif-
ferent room sizes, and lockers. Three-
day memberships are only $3. You can
pump up before you play in the gym,
and internet is free.
Nearby is M2M Playspace (1210
Granville Street; 604-684-6011) at Davie
and Granville

Streets. Catering to
an edgier, hard-core

The Davie Village Central:

1141 Davie Street
Vancouver BC
VGE 1N2

Tel: 604 568-7992
davievillage.ca

Food, Fun, Men and More tr;*_
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alternative  jock
leather-and-Levis
crowd, M2M is a
well-equipped
space with lockers,
rooms, slings, and a
sexy steam room.
Definitely check
this out if you are
looking for some-
thing out of the
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ordinary, a bit more explosive. A three-
day membership is also only $3, and
they are open 24 hours.

Steam 1 (430 Columbia Street,
Westminster) is in the New Westmin-
ster area directly opposite the Colom-
bia SkyTrain stop. This modern sauna
includes rooms, communal showers,
sauna, a multi-level play area , a com-
fortable TV space, and free internet.
Did I mention the gym with free
weights? There’s a great mixed crowd
here, with a non-scene feeling, maybe
due to its discreet location. When I
popped by, there was a crowd of mixed
ages, ethnicities, shapes, and sizes all
having a great time. Get great views of
the city on your journey if you take the
SkyTrain.

Friction (123 West Pender Street;
604-684-0314) is the city’s new gay
bathhouse and is located downtown,
just on the edge of Gastown - easily
reached on foot or by transit. There are
multiple room sizes, a maze of lockers,
and a VIP sling room with TV, queen-
size bed, and of course a sling. Friction
boasts two levels and over 10,000
square feet of play space. The rates are
reasonable, with daily lockers starting
at only $10.

English Bay, a short walk from the
village, looks out onto the ocean and
has beaches, showers, and restaurants.
Directly next to the bay is the 1000-acre
Stanley Park where nature reigns in full
glory, with giant firs, cedars, and many
raccoons. This park is popular with gay
men too, who often wander day and
night (at your own risk!), especially
along Lees Trail. On hot days take a trip
over to the University of British Colum-
bia, and head down to the world-
famous clothing-optional Wreck Beach.
Go south along the shore past the
breakwater and find the gay section
and popular cruising trails.

Annual events include the Vancou-
ver Pride Parade & Festival (Vancou-
verpride.ca), held annually in August,
one of the largest gay fests in North
America. Some 500,000 people turned
out August 3 this year. V¥
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TopDrawers. Men's underwear,
swimwear, activewear, clothing and
accessories are all under one roof in our
very popular store which has thrived in
the heart of Vancouver's Gay Village
since 1992. Shop online anytime at
www.topdrawers.com - come visit us at
TopDrawers on Denman Street two
blocks from beautiful English Bay Beach.
115-1030 Denman St, Vancouver, BC
V6G 2M6. 1-604-684-4861 Topdrawers
Myspace www.myspace.com/topdawers.
Topdrawers Blog www.topdrawersunder-
wear.blogspot.com

“Travel Under the Rainbow” with
the gay managed, Choji Travel
agency located on Robson Street in
the Westend of Vancouver. Gary, the
manager will be more than happy to
seek out a choice of destinations for
you to choose from. We provide
“one stop shopping” by providing
quotes for air, hotels, car, train,
packages, cruises, travel insurance
plus much more. We might be a
small agency but we are dedicated
to travel and customer service not
only before you go but well after you
return back home. We are now a
member of the GLBA and here to sup-
port the diversity of our widespread
community.
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STRALIA

SYDNEY

HeadQuarters on Crown, 273 Crown
Street, Darlinghurst; (02) 9331 6217
Sydney's largest cruise club. Four
airconditioned floors with giant
screen TV, snack bar with free bever-
ages. Group, fantasy and private
rooms, shower/douche, five sling
rooms. Open 24 hours everyday.
Monthly naked sex parties and Piss
Parties. www.headquarters.com.au

Ken’s at Kensington, 83 Anzac Parade,
Kensington, (02) 9662-1359 Sydney's
Legendary Gay Men's Sauna.
Facilities include swimming pool,
spa, pool, steam & sauna, private re-
treats, fantasy environments, TV &
video lounges, gym, snack bar, non-
smoking area. Fully air-conditioned.
Open: Monday - Thursday: Noon -
6am; Weekends: 24 hours.

Kingsteam, 38-42 Oxford Street (level
one), Darlinghurst, Sydney. (02) 360-
3431. Sydney's only gay sauna on
Oxford Street offering gymnasium,
spas, steamroom, video lounge for
your pleasure. Open daily, 10am-
6am, (Monday till 1am). 24 hours on
weekends. Discounted times: $10
Monday-Friday 10am to 3pm, $10
Tight Arse Tuesdays. Students, gym
card holders get discount anytime.

192 businesses
from Australia at
Guidemag.com

BRITISH COLUMBIA
VANCOUVER

Always open and busy, F212? Steam
has two first class facilities with
rooms (various sizes/features), lock-
ers, steam rooms, fab sound, snacks,
TV lounge, videos, weight area, great
staff, hottest guys. Government-issue
photo ID to enter. Vancouver's best:
1048 Davie Street, (604) 689-9719 (with
12-man Jacuzzi). www.F212.com M2M
Playspace is well-equipped, with pri-
vate and public playrooms, sling, mul-
tiple-size rooms, lockers, group show-
ers, deluxe steam room, videos, great
sound. www.M2MPlayspace.com.

Check out our
Vancouver coverage,
p 30

Steam 1 - 430 Columbia Street, New
Westminster - where you'll find real
men - work out in the gym; sweat it
out in the steam - shower off in the com-
munal showers - get private and per-
sonal in the comfortable lock up rooms
- Come relax, socialise and cruise. Find
what you really want - assured discre-
tion - opposite the Sky Train station
Columbia - an enjoyable ride from
downtown Vancouver - 604 540 2117.

ONTARIO
TORONTO

Steamworks is North America's
newest club for hot men of every
type: blue collar, white collar, or dog
collar! In the heart of Toronto's Gay

village, this smokin' club is
Toronto's hottest legal cruise/play
space. Listen to some of Toronto's
best DJs spin while enjoying
amenities including steam room,
showers, sauna, lounge, bodybuild-
er's gym, and 40 man stainless steel
hot tub. Lockers, and a variety of
private room options including fet-
ish and sling rooms all with 16
channel XXX videos. The new
standard in men's recreation and fit-
ness centers. Unmistakably Steam-
works... uniquely Toronto. Onsite STD
and HIV testing provided by our Health
and Services Center. Open 24/7 365
days a year. Must be age 18 to enter. Visit
us at www.steamworksonline.com. 540
Church St, Level.2, Toronto (416) 925-1571
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Le 5018, 5018 Boulevard St-Laurent
(at St-Joseph), (514) 277-3555. The
friendly sauna on four floors, on chic
Boulevard St-Laurent. Featuring
special-price Tuesdays (on lockers)
and half-price for students at all
times. 45 rooms, lockers, sauna,
whirlpool, steam room, massage (by
appointment), videos, snack bar (with
home-cooked meals), and summertime
roof deck. Money back guarantee!

Sauna Centre-ville, 1465 Ste-Cathe-
rine east, (514) 524-3486. This sauna
opened in 1990 and offers 60 rooms
on two levels. Facilities include
sauna, whirlpool, and steam, plus
lockers, snack bar and videos.
Specials on long-term stays. The
atmosphere is warm and friendly.
Open 24 hours. Situated in the heart
of the Gay Village. Enjoy a visit when
in Montreal. Visa, MC, AmEx, Interac.
www.saunacentreville.com.




